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CLINICS. ‘If that takes place at each debauch, a suc- 
— ‘ cession of them will increase all these effects, 


Clinical Lecture on Delirium Tremens. : and produce as the result the most aggravated 
Delivered at University College Hospital. form of delirium tremens. On the other 
By Dr. C. J. B. Winurams, F. R.S. (Con- ; hand, in the young and healthier novice in 
tinued from p. 4.) ‘ excesses, the vascular system may become 

If you consider that all these elements are more excited than the nervous system, and 
concerned, are really part and parcel of the inflammation of the brain, or something 
operation of alcoholic liquors, you cannot ; bordering on it, may result, with different 
wonder at the clinical varieties presented in , tendencies, and requiring different treatment. 
‘he different forms of the drunkard’s disease. Again, in both these classes of cases, their 
think this will be enough to show that no, severity and intractability will much depend 
one rule can be absolute with regard to the on the extent to which the segernent and 
‘reatment. But it is enough to show more ’ nutrient functions are impaired, and atten- 
than this, and I should not have taken up ‘tion to these must be duly included in the 
your time with what may appear over re- treatment. Thus many and important va- 
inement, if there were no practical rules | rieties, which defy our definitions when we 
ansing out of this analysis. In fact, in dif- attempt to reduce them to nosological ar- 
ferent circumstances alcoholic stimulants ; rangement, become intelligible and tractable 
produce these various effects in different { when we analyze the elements of the disease, 
degrees. These different results are exag- ; and consider the mode in which it has been 
erated by the indulgence being habitual. ; produced. 

The effects accumulate, and if the nervous; Let us take the cases in illustration, some 
‘ystem is excessively excited, the vascular | of which I will quote from memory. One 
‘ystem becomes excessively exhausted, and ; occurred some time ago in D. W., aged 51, 
‘he secreting function considerably impaired. ‘admitted on the 25th of February, and dis- 
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charged cured on the 15th of March. It was ‘reduce him to an extreme state, and he died 
the case of an old drunkard, who carried his | » shortly after his admission. 
vocation in his face,—the face that Shak-: The next is the case of J. D., admitte; 
speare has so well described ; [am not going May 17th, aged 30. He is a surgeon. I 
to quote him, but I shall define it more tech- appears that he was a confirmed drunkard 
nically by saying that he had a face red with } although young. *‘ Eyes injected and Weak: 
aene rosacea and tuberculata; blear eyes; | countenance of an unhealthy livid red colour 
the heavy stupid look of a sot; general , His history from the time he entered Trini: 
tremor of the body; great weakness and | College, Dublin, to the present, reveals ; 
exhaustion; lowness of sprits, with dis- | course of life of the most debauched and 
turbed sleep, and horrible dreams. His was ' dissipated character. He lived hard when, 
not a case where the nervous cerebral or student, drinking indiscriminately alcoholic 
vascular excitement was high; the former ,and malt liquors. Having taken his deores 
existed, but in low degree: the latter had ‘ at Dublin’’—(a degree in the art of drinking. 
passed into a state of exhaustion. The se-}one would suppose)—‘‘he went abroad, 
creting functions were deficient, particularly | first to India, then to China, where he re. 
that of the liver, and required extra treat- ; mained for about three years. During this 
ment besides that ordinarily employed for ‘time he lived the same kind of life; his 
delirium tremens, and which I shall mention | drink was chiefly brandy, but he also con. 
by and by. The nutritive function was par- ’ tracted the habit of taking laudanum and 
ticularly defective; he had taken scarcely ' ’smoking opium to some extent. He suf. 
any food, and the weakness of the vascular ' fered from gonorrhea and syphilis at various 
function might be partly attributable to that. | , times, and from the secondary symptoms of 
Holding that in view, as well as the indica- ' the latter disease. He returned about three 
tion to give more tranquil sleep, I sought for ’ years since, and has been residing in Lon. 
him a composing medicine which should not | don up to the present time, following noem- 
impair his appetite; and instead of giving ploymei it, and leading the same sort of lif 
him opium in the day time, I exhibited the ‘as when abroad. While in London his drink 
extract of Indian hemp, the peculiar opera- has been principally gin. He has never had 
tion of which is, that it acts asa soporific ‘ an attack of delirium tremens until the pre- 
without impairing, but rather increasing, the sent, but during the last fortnight he has 
appetite. It isa valuable medicine for this’ been more than usually nervous, and his 
purpose, and was the chief remedy under hands have been more unsteady. This he 
which he recovered. He had two or three attributes in a good measure to anxiety pro- 
doses of opium, but they were confined to duced by family circumstances, and also to 
the night, so that they should not interfere the interference of a third person with a 
with the digestive functions during the day. > female with whom he had been living. His 
He soon lost the tremor and nervous symp- ° nights have been restless, and his sleep dis 
toms, and would have been discharged \turbed by frightful dreams. On Saturday 
sooner, but he was kept in on account of morning last he was unusually anxious and 
the great tenderness and enlargement of the | nervous, and resorted to his usual remedy— 
liver, which required the exhibition of mer- gin. He continued during the day drinking. 
eury and other medicines to increase its’ and towards the evening, when nearly it 
secretions for some time afterwards. ‘toxicated, he took five or six glasses of gi0 
The second case is that of Joseph May- | rapidly in succession.”’ That was the finish- 
hew, on which I have already commented, }ing stroke—the dose that at once threw him 
and shall not dwell. It was delirium tre- {into disease, overwhelming him by "'s 
mens combined with albuminuria. In a} { Polsonous influence. ‘‘ Feeling unwell he 
former lecture I expressed my conviction ! went into the air, and soon began to expe: 
that the extreme exhaustion he exhibited ; rience a wildness, swimming in the head, 


1 
ant 


was the result not only of the alcoholic sti- | and becoming unconscious, he was brougs 
mulant, but of a poisoning of the blood from ' to the hospital. When admitted he ws 
the diseased condition of the kidneys. The } quite delirious; countenance expresses gt 
latter affection [ had no hesitation in aserib- excitement and alarm ; head feels hot ; pu 
ing to the i evious operation of alcoholic | ; rapid and small; skin bedewed with pers 
stimulants, eombined probably with cold, but } ration ; tongue furred and moist. He ha: 
the effect of th e two together was such as to ‘sishenatie of the urethra, and the house-sv¢ 
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son used a catheter, and drew off a good ' 


frequently riding steeple-chases, and being 


vuantity of urine somewhat tinged with j often drunk with whisky. Three years 
4 


? 


siood, and containing some albumen. 


was 


This } since he came to pursue his studies at the 
most likely connected with the stricture. ; Veterinary College, London: he continued 
This was a case of delirium tremens ac- {to lead the same kind of life. This is not 


companied by more than usual excitement ; the life of a student; I hope you will draw 


fom excess; I do not know what to call it; ? 
his constant habit was that of continued ex- 
cess—this was extra excess. He was given 
morpbia twice before I saw him, which was 
on the 18th, when the report is :—*‘ He has 
passed a bad night, being quite delirious ; the 
other patients describe him as having been 
fyrious. No mechanical restraint was used. 
He is less excited this morning, but still 
talks incoherently ; bowels not much opened, 
tongue furred, pulse weak, and rapid.” 

This, however, was not a state of exhaus- 
tion; his delirium was still of an excited 
phrenitic kind, not amounting to inflamma. 
tion, but one of considerable excitement, | 
and that probably from the remaining effect 
of the alcoholic stimulant in which he had 
indulged the day before. He was then. 
given large doses of laudanum, and a saline 
draught was added, with a view to increase | 


a moral lesson from this description : it will 


serve to teach not only a lesson in physic. 


‘* He says it is not unusual for him to be ina 
state of intoxication for three or four days 
successively, and then intermitting for a 
time. His drink has been malt liquors and 
gin,—principally the latter; and he has 
scarcely taken any food.’’ Here is the usua! 
concomitant of intemperance—starvation ; 


‘and that matter has not been sufficiently 


considered. It is one of the prominent fea- 
tures of the system of gin-drinking; the 
mischief results not only from alcoholic 
drink, but from privation of food. Some- 
times amongst the poor wretches in a state 
of almost destitution it is a kind of excuse 
with them that they can, as they say, get 
more comfort from a pennyworth or two 


_ penny worth of gin than from the same worth 
>of bread. But I need not say in what a de- 


the secretion of the xie'neys, hoping thereby graded state must both mind and body be to 
toget rid of the poison, He was also given , have such a perversion of tastes and appe- 
the Haustus Senne i «'fi! the same object, ) tite. ‘‘He has lately had several attacks 
the bowels not having been freely opened. } of confusion of intellect and trembling of the 
The report on the next day is:—‘‘ He. hands, which have usually come on after a 
feels better, but his memory still fails him ; | debauch, and which he easily dispelled by 
skin moist; pulse 72, weak:’’—reduced in’ having recourse to the usual stimulant. 
frequency, ‘‘'The past night was troubled Three months ago he was taken in one of 
with frightful dreams ; complains of head- ; these attacks to the Middlesex Hospital in a 
ache; urine abundant, but bloody :’’—that ’ state bordering on paralysis, his mouth being 
was from the stricture. ‘‘ Bowels freely ’ drawn on one side.’’ Here isan illustration 
opened. To have ordinary diet.’? Then, of another effect of intoxicating liquors. 
witha view to act on the secretions, now , This is not delirium tremens; it has nothing 
that sleep had been procured, he was given ; to do with it; but intoxicating liquors disturb 
calomel with conium. ‘The result was:—_ the circulation in the head, at one time pro- 
“He sleeps better; dreams less trouble- ducing a state bordering on inflammation ; 
some; feels very weak ; pulse 70, small.’’ at another time congestion, and consequent 
After this he was put ona light tonic and : paralysis. How was he treated then? ‘‘ He 
improved diet, and his convalescence took ‘ recovered after being cupped behind the 
place rapidly. He was sent to the surgeon’ ears.’’ There was congestion that required 
afterwards, to be treated for the stricture, ; that treatment, although this was induced by 
and has been free from delirium since. ‘the same influence that afterwards caused 
The next case is that of G. H., aged 26, delirium tremens. He commenced drink- 
admitted May 28th, a veterinary surgeon, ing again on Monday last, and he has con- 
of tall stature, and stout conformation; ; tinued in a half intoxicated state ever since, 
sanguine temperament, and his health very taking little or no food, and getting scarcely 
good formerly, although now his counte- { any sleep. The day before admission his 
nance is rather bloated. Has lived in Ire-; stomach became irritable, and he vomited 
land with his friends, and led a steary sober ; whatever he took. His hands became un- 
life, till about six years ago, wher he con- ; steady, but he resorted to his usual remedy. 
‘racted wild habits, and kept bad company, } His nerves had become worse to-day (May 
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28th), and towards the afternoon he had 
what he calls a queer sensation, and con- 
fusion of intellect, and was admitted into the 
hospital in astate of inebriation, with a quick 
small pulse; considerable heat of head; 
confusion of ideas; skin moist; tongue 
covered with a thick brown coat; appetite 
bad; bowels not relaxed ; not much tremor 
of the hands. 29th. Passed a very restless 
night, starting up with frightful dreams the 
moment he fell asleep: feels a wandering at 
times in the head, but he answers questions 
quite readily and rationally; pulse 118, and 
weak ; feels very languid ; tongue the same ; 
skin hot and moist; great thirst; urine 
slightly albuminous.’’ ‘There was no stric- 
ture here. ‘I'he albumen was one indication ‘ 
of failure of the secreting functions, and it is , 
by no means an uncommon one. If the’ 
kidneys be overtaxed by continued excess, | 
the excitement leaves congestion, and you 
know that I entertain the notion that con- | 
gestion of the kidneys is the common cause 
of albuminuria. In this case it soon passed | 
off as the kidneys recovered. ‘‘'The urine» 
is natural in colour; forty-eight ounces : 
passed in the night; deposits shreds of te- : 
nacious fibrinous matter’’—that is a result of ’ 
the same congestion—‘‘ specific gravity ‘ 
1014’’—that is low under these circum-| 
stances—‘‘ bowels confined.”’ 
This was a case of delirium tremens with 
a good deal of excitement of a vehement : 
kind, obviously requiring a combination of | 
treatment; not only opium, but other re- ‘ 
medies also, to augment the secretions. ’ 
There did not appear to be exhaustion. 
enough at that time to require stimulants; ‘ 
but afterwards, when the nervous symptoms ° 
became more intense, and the pulse became ‘ 
weaker, I considered that a stimulant was ‘ 
needed, and he was given ether with the 
opium. ‘The treatment first adopted was’ 
calomel and opium, and afterwards opium } 
and camphor. The Haustus Senne was’ 
likewise given, and repeated several times. : 
I have not time to read all the reports; but : 
for two or three days he was somewhat : 
better; then he became very much worse 
again. ‘There was an increase of the deli- ’ 
rium, not accompanied by tremor, but more | 
of the character of maniacal excitement ; ’ 
the pulse, however, was very weak. I) 
thought to fulfil two objects at the same ; 
time, by giving at night a draught of ether } 
and laudanum, and continuing a mixture’ 
through the day containing small doses of? 


tartar emetic and liq. opii sedatiyys With 
nitre; this, however, did not appear ¢ 
answer; and opium was again given in 
very considerable quantity. But his frenzy 
continued to increase, and in fact bordered 
on inflammatory excitement. Onthe firs: of 
June it is stated ‘‘that he had been in 
state of furious delirium the whole nighr, 
starting, shouting continually, and at one 
time he became livid in the face. his 
however, soon passed off. This morning hi 
countenance is very wild and flushed ; pupils 
contracted, tongue and mouth dry.” Thy: 
is not the character of delirium tremens, 
‘Head very hot; pulse rapid and small: 
the bowels were not sufficiently open.” 

In this state I had very considerable dout 
whether he ought not to be bled; but his 
pulse was still weak, and I thought it very 
likely that by a further increase of the se. 
cretions, by aid of calomel and antimony, 
and by the application of cold to the head, 
this attack might be subdued. He was 
given accordingly six grains of calomel, one 
grain of opium, and half a grain of tartarized 
antimony. It was to be repeated in six 
hours, and cold to be applied to the head. 
The result was, that ‘‘ he had several hours’ 
sleep during the night, and this morning he 
is quite conscious and rational; face still 


flushed ; pupils less contracted. ‘The urine 


was still scanty in quantity, but of high 
specific gravity.’’ He was given croton oll, 
and ordered to keep up the cold application 
to the head. On the 3d the report is that 
he had slept well during the night; that he 
was much better; and now the urine was 
more abundant and paler, the specific gravity 
1028. The subsequent reports show that he 
rapidly got better. 

Here the delirium was in a great degree 
removed by opium and purgatives; but on 
the secretions becoming defective, it recurred 
again in spite of opium, and of opium com- 
bined with wther; but by repeated purgr 
tives and diuretics, and using cold to the 
head, it was again carried off, and it did not 
return again when once the urine was rel 
dered quite free. 

I have not time to read the case of James 
Upton, a patient who is still in the house ; 
but I refer you to his case in the book as 
anather illustration of the phases the diseas* 
presents. He was better after the first few 
days’ treatment, but he went back, and 8: 
last became furiously delirious. The 
lence that took place was obviously ©” 
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nected with such a determination of blood to} amongst you. My presence may be con- 
the bead, that it warranted blood-letting. | sidered a homage rendered to our institu- 
Although the opium reduced the delirium at‘ tions. A body as numerous as that here 
‘rst, it did not subsequently. I ordered the | assembled, which extends its action over 
head to be shaved, and a blister applied to every part of our territory, and which is 
the nucha; and he became immediately intimately connected with all the interests 
much better; but he is still somewhat inco- ' of society, cannot meet to deliberate on its 
herent, showing that the functions of the ‘interests and its dignity, without the minister 
brain are not entirely restored. I think it, to whom they are confided by government 
probable that a state bordering on inflam- ; feeling it his duty also to come forward. A 
matory action has been produced, and which | government like ours rests on all the social 
may leave the mind in a disordered state for interests ; it is its duty to listen to them, to 
some time. ‘assist them, and to accede, as far as possible, 

‘This patient afterwards improved, and ‘to their wishes. It is an honour to our age, 
having been free from illusions for several that an assembly such as the present should 
days, was discharged June 28th. A fort-/ be able thus to meet, to deliberate, and to 
night after, he became insane, and was taken produce results marked with so much wis- 
toan asylum ]—Zond. Med. Gaz., Oct. 10, | dom. 


- Q 
1545. > ‘Gentlemen, the congress has already 


—_—- ‘produced real results, a fact which I am 

MEDICAL EDUCATION AND IN. happy to recognize. In your first delibera- 
;tions, I remarked a solicitude respecting 

STITUTIONS. ; your professional dignity, both honourable 

Medical Congress at Paris.—A Congress and generous, but which appears to me to 
of the medical profession, of France, assem- ' be in contradiction with the actual state of 
bled in Paris in November last. About) society. I have heard parallels made by 
1200 representatives were present. M.Ser- some of you, which history does not sanc- 
res was elected president. ‘'he deliberations tion. Compare the social position of the 
of this body were of a very important cha- ; medical body at the birth of Louis XIV, 
racter, and calculated to exercise the most? when Gui Patin flourished, and Descartes 
salutary influence in elevating the character ; shone in all his glory, with that which x 
and in increasing the usefulness and power now occupies. You ought not to question, 
of the profession. The assemblage was | gentlemen, the social dignity of a profession 
treated with the greatest respect and consi- ’ which gives so many guarantees to the state 
deration by the public authorities, the press, ; as yours. You alone, previous to appearing 
and the public. ; before society, previous to aflurding it that 
The report of the secretary briefly em- ’ assistance which is the fruit of your arduous 
bodying the labours of the congress, was labours, have to obtain the sanction of three 
read at the final meeting of that body, on different faculties, that of arts, that of sci- 
the 14th November, in the presence of M.’ ences, and, finally, that of medicine. All 
de Salvandy, the Minister of Public In- the other professions and ranks of society 
struction, who had been requested to attend ’ are satisfied with less. Itis indeed an error 
the final meeting. After the reading of the ‘to doubt the high rank which the medical 
report, M. de Salvandy rose and made a most profession occupies in the French social 
eloquent and emphatic speech, which is fabric of 1830. This rank you have acquired 
of importance, from its showing the position by the services which you render every day ; 
which the medical profession occupies inthe and I may add, with sincerity, that it will be 
estimation of the public authorities in France. : still further merited for the future, by your 
We shall, therefore, extract a few of the conduct on the present important occasion. 
most important passages. ; You have deliberated with maturity, and, at 
‘‘Gentlemen—I came to hear and receive ' the same time, with promptitude. Inashort 
the wishes of the congress; its assembling ‘time you have arrived at decided resolutions, 
is anew and an important event, because it ‘and have had the wisdom, rare in numerous 
has fully succeeded, and because it has pro- assemblies, to keep within the limits which 
duced results useful to society and honour- you had traced for yourselves, and to present 
able to the medical body. It is in order to resolutions which, although they often admit 
Witness these results, that I have come of discussion, all deserve to be weighed, and 

Q* 
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have acquired additional importance from be incomplete, were it not to contain the 
your approval. medical celebrities. At this very time the 
‘‘ Another result obtained is, that—per- {brush of the painter and the chisel of the 
haps without being conscious of the fact— sculptor are at work, engaged in reproducing 
you have shown by your resolutions that, ‘the figures of your great men, a list of 
although many ameliorations are desirable, whom I myself presented to the illustrious 
there are, in the present state of things, nu- ¢ monarch who watches with solivitude over 
merous guarantees. You have approved the ‘ the welfare of the country. You will thus 
general system of instruction as it now ex- not only find in our National Gallery the 
ists, and have merely wished to extend and } portraits of the warriors who have defended 
to strengthen it. The period of ’89 has been or aggrandized France; but you will also 
recalled by one of you. There is a great find represented the features of your ances. 
difference between this assembly and those tors, of those who have honoured France 
which then met. Our fathers met todestroy, ; by their science, who have been your pre- 
whereas your votes have tended to strengthen ; decessors, who are your models, and who 
and to consolidate existing institutions. find among you so many imitators,” (Con. 
‘‘ Among the wishes which you have ex- . tinued applause.) 
pressed, there is not one that I have not seen > The thanks of the meeting having been 
adopted with personal and public satisfaction. ’ moved to the Minister of Public Instruction, 
{ may call them old acquaintances, for they ; and to the office-bearers of the Congress, 
have all been agitated and discussed before > the former again rose and said,— 
a committee of the university, over whom I} ‘I perceive, gentlemen, that I have re. 
shall always esteem it an honour to have } mained amongst you a few minutes too long. 
presided. Some of them I have the power : Among the names of all those to whom you 
at once to accede to; as, for instance, the >have voted your thanks, there is only one 
establishment of additional professorships in which I can propose you to erase, and that 
the faculties, and the proposed increase in ; is the name of the Minister oF Pustic Is- 
the salaries of the assistant professors ; and} struction. He has no right to your thanks, 
that I shall do. Others must have the? for he has only done his duty.” 
sanction of the government of the king, and ; —_ 


those I can only introduce into the council of > MEDICAL NEWS. 


the crown. I shall, however, subsequently, ; 
use my influence to induce the three legis- ’ DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 
lative powers of the State to adopt them as} On the Corter Radix Gassypium Herba- 
the expression of the interests of the medical ;ceum or Bark of the Root of the common 
body, and of society in general. > Cotton Plant as a Parturient. By Tuomp- 

‘* You are about to return, gentlemen, to son McGown, M.D., of Hillsboro’, Miss. 
the departments which so many of you left —Notwithstanding the favourable manner 
for the purpose of discussing your common? in which this article was spoken of by Dr. 
interests. Say to those who have delegated Bouchelle, of Mississippi, in 1840, as an 
you, that the government of the king watches emmenagogue and parturient, it appears (s0 
over the interest of every class of society, } far as I am informed) that but few physi- 
that it studies their wants, and does all it’ cians have taken any interest in investigat- 
can to satisfy them. You have not expressed : ing its medicinal properties. Dr. Watkins, 
a wish which has not been heard, and which ; of Garlandsville, Miss., an intelligent gen- 
will not be accepted and accomplished, un- }tleman, of extensive practice, informed me 
less opposed to interests of the same nature, ‘that he had used it in five or six cases, in 
and still more important. which a Parturient was indicated with 

‘‘ Gentlemen, let me avail myself of this prompt and satisfactory results. I have 
opportunity to inform you that one of your ; used it in one case of deficient uterine 
wishes has already been satisfied. The Na-} action, (a young lady in her first labour,) 
tional Gallery of Versailles,* which is de- where I had a call a few months ago, 
dicated to ‘ all the glories of France,’ would } eight or ten miles in the country, and had 


psn sa cciiaceadianal no ergot with me, and it appeared very 
n extensive collection o paintings, brought : : 1 1 wers, a8 
together with a view to the illustration of the fie suennany e enaay pot aster So ce l I 
tory of France, which occupies nearly the entire} the labour soon terminated favourably. 

extent of the immense palace of Versailles. am aware of the difficulties we labour under 
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ndeavouring to ascertain the powers of ' FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 
outed parturients, for we may presume | Vaccination and Revaccination. — Mr. 
yin cases In which they have been given, { Git read a paper before the Medical So- 
-4in which labour terminated favourably, ' ciety of King’s College, London, Dec. 4th 
sngt uterine contractions might have soon: last,—wherein he remarked that from the 
we on without their use. With respect; writings of very ancient authors, as Homer, 
my own opinion, I have much confidence ; Virgil, Ovid, and Moses, it is evident that 
tem, and think they deserve the confi- , an eruptive disorder, common to man and 
ence of the medical profession. A respect- brutes, has existed in all ages whereof we 
ole physician, Dr. Fare, remarked in a) have any record, and from the wording of 
mealitt I had with him a few days ago, ‘ many of the passages from those authors, 
at he had as much confidence in ergot as which he quoted, he considered that this dis- 
» bad in submurias hydrargyri. ease was the smallpox. ‘The plague of 
In view of the statements above, in favour , ‘‘ boils and blains’’ among the Egyptians, 
‘the parturient power of the bark of the) mentioned in the book of Exodus, was, he 
»otof the common cotton plant, perhaps, » ‘believed, smallpox. He showed that, al- 
shysicians in extensive practice, who have > though inoculation gave safety to individuals, 
frequent opportunities of trying it, would do’ it was very disastrous in its consequences to 
vell to investigate its properties, as it can be } } a community, as continually disseminating 
nore easily procured, and would be much } the disease amongst those who had not been, 
cheaper than ergot, especially in the southern and could not be induced to be, inoculated— 
ind western States. } vaccination provided equal safety to indi- 
To assist labour, it is given in decoction, ; viduals without danger to the community— 
nade by boiling Ziv of the bark of the root, } for he showed by statistics that as great a 
washed clean, in a quart of water to a pint, » number had smallpox again after inoculation 
ind given in doses of from two to three fluid- ; as had it after vaccination. His very exten- 
ounces every twenty or thirty minutes. sive experience, however, had proved to him 
_ : that a considerable number of persons might 
Ligature of both Carotid Arteries.—This : be revaccinated with perfect success as to 
operation has, we learn, been performed by ; the production of the disease ; considering 
Dr. J. Mason Warren, of Boston, on a} that these persons were liable to smallpox, 
roung man, about 22 years of age, affected } he strongly recommended the practice of re- 
with congenital nevus on the breast, neck | vaccination. In the course of his paper, he 
ind face. The left carotid was first tied,’ spoke of the grease in horses as identical 
ind five weeks after a ligature was applied } with smallpox and cowpox. 
‘othe right. The patient did well. > Mr. F. J. Sanford said, that the result of 
_ personal observation, made with consider- 
Medical Statistics.—It is stated in a late} able care, enabled him to corroborate the 
No. of our esteemed cotemporary, the Buf- testimony of Mr. Gill in favour of revacci- 
‘slo Medical Journal, that there are 78;nation. Of ninety cases of revaccination 
physicians in Buffalo with a population of S by himself, of which he had preserved a 
near 30,000, record, the high proportion of one-sixth 
St. Louis, (St. Louis Med. and Surg > (fifteen) were perfectly successful. In one 
Journ.,) with a population of over 40,000, ; of these successful cases the patient had pre- 
tumbers 140 practitioners of medicine, in- ; ‘viously had smallpox ‘naturally ;”’ in an- 
cluding, as is also the case in Buffalo,: other instance the patient had caught the 
lomeopaths, botanics and quacks, and} cowpox from a cow in milking. Two of the 
empirics of every shade and variety. ; persons in whom revaccination was suc- 
— ‘cessful, had previously been intentionally 
freneva College-—The catalogue of this? exposed to the contagion of smallpox, soon 
Institution shows the number of medical; after they had been first vaccinated without 
‘udents the present session to be 178. taking it. These facts had led him to the 
— conclusion that revaccination should be re- 
Medical College at Memphis.—T he Legis- ; sorted to at intervals of a few years. 
‘ature of Tennessee has granted a charter; Mr. Reid remarked that there was a notion 
ty Medical College, to be located at prevalent, that the efficacy of the vaccine 
femphis, } virus now in use, which had been propa- 
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gated in mankind from Jenner’s original the common carotid artery js performe: 
stock, was impaired; but it is found that suffer, more or less, from symptoms oe 
the proportion of persons who have smallpox tation of the respiratory organs, arising »:, 
after vaccination, is the same now as it was from compression of the trachea and nerve 
in the days of Jenner. He thought that re- of the neck, (this has frequently iced 
vaccination should be performed after the | from alteration in the condition of the ate 
attainment of the adult condition, for it is cases of carotid aneurism, where the si 
very probable that maturation is what obli- has been tied either above or below the Pp 
terates the prophylactic efficacy of vaccina- largement,) from irritation of the ron 
tion. ,gastric nerve, or from cerebral discs 

Mr. Wilson had seen smallpox and cow- ' That in the majority of those who die wy. 
pox co-existing in the same individual. He brain symptoms, consecutive upon objiien 


A j ae ae ‘ ier 
had seen cases in which very alarming re- tion of the carotid, it is evident that the cor. 


sults had followed revaccination. bral lesions discovered post-mortem deper 
The author answered, that in fifteen hun- | upon the arterial obstruction, and that thes 
dred cases he had never seen bad effects. are no grounds for assuming that the {y,/ 


Mr. Arlidge observed, that Dr. Gregory result is occasioned either (1) by an ¢). 
had denied the possibility of communicating — structed state of the internal jugular vein, o: 
smallpox to the lower animals. He doubted ; (2) by inflammation conveyed backwarjs 
the identity of smallpox, cowpox, and grease ‘along the pneumogastric nerve to the bray, 
in horsea. ‘ for the following reasons :—(1.) The form 

Mr. Bowman, vice-president, said that a disease, found in the brain after death, jy 
deceased friend of his had collected eight several (four) of the cases related by Dr.(., 
thousand cases, not with any intention of was of a kind which is generally considered 
publishing the results, and had found by to depend upon local anemia, not upon ev. 
these cases that it was as usual for a person. gestion. In some of these instances, sizns 
to have smallpox a second time as to have it . of deficient supply of blood in the side of ': 
after vaccination. brain to which the obstructed artery passed, 

Mr. Johnson remarked that we never see were strikingly apparent. The parts of ‘le 
a mild form of smallpox at all resembling cerebral substance which were principal 
cowpox, nor a severe cowpox resembling involved in the disease were those supplied 
smallpox; he therefore accepted with re-° by the chief branches of the obstructed ves- 
serve the opinion that they were merely sel. Obliteration of the internal jugular ven 
different in degree, not in species.—Med.‘ was not observed. (2.) There were 10! 
Times, Dec. 27th, 1845. ‘remarked any morbid appearances to ind: 

~_ ‘cate that inflammation had been conveyed 

Effects of Obliteration of the Carotids on backwards along the nerve to the bri. 
the Cerebral Circulation. —Dr. Norman > The part from which the par vagum aris: 
Cuevers, in an elaborate paper thusentitled, is not shown to have been involved in the 
reviews a large number of the recorded cases ; disease. That cerebral disease may be e* 
of ligature of the carotid arteries, and from ? tablished in these cases quite independen' 
their details draws the following deductions: ; of implication of either the vein or the ner'e 
—That by far the larger proportion of those ‘is further proved by the facts that the par 
in whom the primitive carotid artery, on one lysis has been known to occur almost in: 
side, is obliterated, recover ; but that a con- ; mediately after the artery has become 0 
siderable number of the individuals, so cir- § structed, before inflammation could pos! 
cumstanced, become hemiplegic, and perish } be established in the surrounding parts: 4° 
from disease of that hemisphere of the brain’ that organic lesions of the brain pres” 
which corresponds to the obstructed artery. ’ themselves in cases where the vessel it 
The conclusion that obliteration of one caro- > become gradually obliterated by proces** 
tid artery is never liable to be followed by ’ which are confined to its interior, and do no! 
impairment of the cerebral functions, must} at all involve adjacent structures. Thi 
therefore be discarded. That the larger } although persons in whom the carotid is "ie 
proportion of deaths after ligature of the may suffer from slight cerebral symp'0" 
carotid, occur from affections of the respira- ¢ and yet perfectly recover, those who beco® 
tory organs. That nearly the whole of the }completely hemiplegic have barely chance 


patients upon whom the operation of tying ; of surviving.—Dr, Chevers concludes °! 
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marking that the facts adduced in this 
paper, it 18 submitted, prove that the danger 
abel disorganization should have its 
sight in the consideration of cases where 
 enepennl to secure the common carotid 
srery; not, indeed, as rendering at all 
doubtful the propriety of the operation in the 
majority of the cases in which it is at present 
bad recourse to, but as strongly discounte- 
nancing it in nearly all instances where the 


disease for which it is employed does not 


positively threaten the patient’s existence, 


ud in every case where other means of 


vegtment can be employed. It is probable 
‘hat. in some of the cases where it is thought 


necessary to secure the primitive carotid 


irtery previously to removing tumours of the 


neck and head, it would be far better that . 
he surgeon should make up his mind to con- > 


tend with an active hemorrhage, than that 
he should submit his patient to the chance 
of fatal hemiplegia, even although he be- 
heved that chance to be aremote one. These 


facts may also suggest to the surgeon the 


propriety of warning the patient’s friends 
before proceeding to tie one of these arte- 
res) of the possibility that the operation 
may be followed by palsy of a dangerous | 
character.—Jbid, Jan. 3, 1846. 

New Form of Degenerescence of the Ner- 
vous System. By Prof. Serres. — Some 
twelve years ago, Professor Serres present- 
ed to the Institute one of the most remark- 
able forms of alteration which can affect the : 
nervous system in the human subject. The 


chord participated, in any way, in the altera- 
tion, neither did the spinal nerves at their 
origin ; they were perfectly unchanged from 
their natural condition as far as the inter- 
vertebral ganglions, and the cerebral nerves 
were found also in a healthy state within the 
skull ; but presented a great number of these 
ganglionic bodies after having abandoned the 
cephalic cavity. All these circumstances 
were noticed in the two cases which fell 
under Professor Serres’ observation. The 
learned professor declined offering any re- 
marks on this extraordinary anatomical 
change; but merely brought forward the 
facts, in order to call the attention of patho- 
logists to the investigation of the subject.— 
Ibid., Dec. 6, 1845. 

Animal Charcoal as an Antidote to Va- 
‘rious Poisons.—Dr. A. B. Garnop read a 
paper before the Medical Society of London, 

’ Nov. 17th, 1845, on the use of animal char- 
coal as an antidote to various poisons, espe- 
cially those derived from the vegetable and 
animal kingdoms. He first noticed the ex- 
‘periments which had of late been made on 
‘the effects of animal charcoal in removing 
bitter principles from solutions, and then 
‘detailed his own experiments on the subject, 
‘which led him to use it as an antidote. The 
results he arrived at were, 
1st. That animal charcoal removed all the 
active principles from vegetable substances, 
‘if added in proper proportions, even in a 
solution of hydrochloric acid of the strength 
‘of the gastric juice, and at a temperature of 


change consisted in a ganglionic transforma- { the stomach, (100° F.) 


tion of almost all the nervous branches of? 2d. That the compounds of the animal 


had died from the same disorder—typhoid : 
ever, A similar instance has very recently ° 


organic and animal life. This new and quite ’ charcoal with the poisonous principle have no 
unexpected morbid formation, observed in? injurious action on the animal body, and, 
‘wo cases, attracted, at the time, considerable } therefore, when animal charcoal is given 
attention. and the interest of the observation } with the poison, or before it has become 
was doubled by the fact that both patients | absorbed, it will act as an antidote. 


3d. That animal charcoal will also form 
compounds with arsenious acid, and other 


¢ 
been observed at Brest, by Professor Maher | mineral substances, which combinations are 


and M, E, Payen, a surgeon of the navy; 
it is this new case which M. Serres brings ° superior, to the hydrated sesquioxide of iron, 
before the Academy. This patient also died ' as an antidote to arsenious acid. 


of typhoid fever. On post-mortem exami- | 
nation, all the nervous rami of animal and ; is required—for example, half an ounce for 


‘also inert, and that it is quite equal, if not 


4th. That a certain amount of the antidote 


organic life present an immense number of ’ one grain of strychnia, or about one scruple 


unusual tumefactions of the same structure } of nux vomica; if less is given, the poison 

‘nervous ganglions, and in such abund- jean act by its excess above the antidote. 

ance, that more than one thousand were } 

Counted on the branches of the sciatic nerve sonous substances whose activity depends 

Neither the brain nor the spinal} ora smal! amount of inactive principle, as 
; 


5th. That it is peculiarly adapted to poi- 
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opium, nux vomica, aconite, belladonna, ‘the catheter. The patient was Under the 


stramonium, hemlock, &c. ‘influence of severe mental anxiety, and died 
6th. That the antidote itself has no inju- ; suddenly a short time after the second ope 
rious action on the system. ration of lithotrity had been performed On 


Dr. Garrod proposes, that in cases of examining the urinary organs, two large 
poisoning we should remove as much of the calculi, each of the size of a chestnut, . 
poison as possible by the use of emetics or, touched by the instruments, were found in 
the stomach-pump, and then give a large , the bladder, and also the remains of a third 
quantity of the animal charcoal, diffused in; calculus which had been bruised during the 
warm water ; if emetics are given with the two operations. The bladder was in P 
antidote, sulphate of zinc would be prefer- healthy state, and the cause of death Was 
able, as the animal charcoal would itself, found to reside in a rupture of the large 
destroy the emetic property of ipecacuanha. ; vessels of the heart. The third case we 
He also suggests that perhaps animal char- _ that of a child, aged two years, who died of 
coal would prevent the action of the poison’ acute pneumonia some days after a {yn} 
of rabies, syphilis, poisons of serpents, &c., ; seance of lithotrity. The infant bore a sma 
if applied in the form of a poultice to the part calculus which was completely crushed, 
which has come into contact with the poisons. ; The bladder was healthy, and the anatomics| 
The charcoal Dr. Garrod used was bone alterations of pneumonia were present, 
black, from which all the earthy matter had _ 
been removed by maceration in hydrochloric’ Whaler’s Ointment in Chilbains—The 
acid.— Lancet, Dec. 13, 1845. ‘ following is the formula for this ointment, 

ous ‘which was purchased by the Wiirtemberg 

Lithotrity.—Dr. Cazenave, of Bordeaux, ' government:—B.—Seve vaccin; Axung, 
has performed this operation during the porci aa fj; Nisce cum Ferri oxidate fusc 
last seven years, fifty-two times; forty- 3ij; coque in vase ferreo subperpetua agita- 
three patients have been cured, eight have , tione cum pistillo ferreo usque ad colorem 
died, and one experienced no benefit. Dr. nigram post subsidentiam decanta et adde: 
C. begs to direct the attention of the ;—Terebinth venet. 3ij; Boli armen. (antes 
Academy to the result of two post-mortem  c. ol. oliv. trit.) 3j; Misce exactiss. ut f 
examinations which he had an opportunity of ; unguent. The ointment spread on lint, to 
making of two patients who died accidentally | be applied over the affected spot once ot 
after having undergone lithotrity, and also to | twice daily. Dr. Brefield thinks that it is 
the dissection of the urinary organs of a per- : not necessary to renew the application s 
son who was not operated upon, all three often, and that the fat is unnecessary. He 
cases tending to show that the long sojourn. proposes simply to mix fine oil of turpentine 
of calculi in the bladder, and the operation : with a little ethiops mineral, to spread the 
of lithotrity, frequently cause no structural: ointment thus obtained on fine leather ot 
changes in the walls of that viscus. The‘ lint, and to cover the chilblains with i, 
first case related by Dr. C. was that of a} where it may be left unchanged for some 
gentleman, aged sixty-six, of an extremely ' days.— Med. Times, from Casper’ s Wochens. 
nervous temperament; it was sometimes} and Buckner’s Repertorium, 1845. 
extremely difficult to introduce a catheter | - 
into the bladder, and at others the instru-; Researches on the Composition of the 
ment was passed with the greatest ease, and } Blood in the Disorders endemic in Algeria. 
in consequence of this circumstance the idea; By Drs. LEonarp and Fotey.—Intermitten! 
of removing the vesical calculus which ex-$ Fevers.—In 67 cases of intermittent fever 
isted in the bladder by lithotrity was aban- ; the authors have constantly found that in the 
doned, and lithotomy was decided upon. incipient stages of the disorder the fibrin of 
The patient was placed on the table for ope- { the blood was undiminished, but that Its 
ration, but before the staff could be passed } quantity fell under the influence of long du: 
into the bladdercerebral congestion occurred, { ration or relapses of the malady. The red 
and death took place. Several calculi were} corpuscles, on the contrary, are almost 10- 
found in the cavity of the bladder, the coats } variably lowered in quantity, and the albu- 
of which were perfectly healthy. The se-{ men of the serum, in particular, undergoes 
cond case referred to a gentleman in whom: a marked diminution. In dysentery, the 
two or three calculi had been detected by? fibrin has been found to increase in abund- 
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jemonstrated, by a long series of experi- 
nents, that in all diseases of an inflammatory 
gure the amount of the fibrin of the blood 


is yal: 


sed above its usual standard (3.1000th. ) 
; may not be uninteresting to add, in this 


lace, some extracts from the valuable paper 
blished in 1844, by Dr. Becquerel and Dr. 
Ry wend on the composition of the blood in 
yalth and disease. The relative proportions: 
the principal elements of the circulating ‘ 
éyid are, according to their calculations— 


In Men. 
Water 779 
Fibrine 2°2 


Glubules 141° 
Albumen 69° 


that the blood presents a slight increase of 
goes the first modifications which precede 


for 1000 


In Women. 


794° 


2°2 


127° 
70° 
ln pregnancy: Drs. B. and R. have found 


vs fibrine, a notable diminution of its 
globules and albumen, and a proportionate 
Thus, in 


wugmentation of its watery parts. 
une cases of pregnancy, the following re- , 


sults were obtained from chemical analysis: 


—Water, 801°; fibrine, 3 
Albumen, 66° 


Water. 

In typhoid fever, 797° 
In pleurisy, 793° 
In pneumonia, 801° 
Inacute rheumatism, 789° 

In chlorosis, 828° 
In phthisig, 794° 
Ingranular kidney, —* 


Fib. 


2°3 
6'1 
74 
5'8 
3°4 
4°] 
2°6 


(One case only.) 

The authors whose researches we have 
glanced at, insist particularly on the con- 
vant diminution of the quantity of albu- 
nen in disease, especially in inflammatory 
disease, when it accompanies a correspond- 
ng increase of the fibrin, and would be due, 
in their opinion, to a transformation of fibrin 
into albumen under the influence of phlo- 


gistic action. 


2.500 children. 


wi 


Glob. 
127° 
120° 
122° 
118° 

86° 
$25° 
129° 


5; globules, 111°; 


Alb. 
64° 
65° 
61° 
66° 
72. 
66° 
58° 


>the spherical form. 
> been hardly completed, when each second- 
‘ary segment also divides into smaller 


and an evident decrease of the cor- ; trusted to nurses kept in the establishment. 
and albumen is noticed. These 
s agree perfectly with the researches of 
Andral and Gavarret, who have 


Each of these nurses receives three children. 
It has been proved that 77 per cent. of the 
children brought up in the hospital die, in 
the opinion of the commission, from defi- 
ciency of milk, one nurse not being able to 


suckle three infants. Artificial lactation has 
given still more frightful results.—Jhid., from 


Annales de Thérapeutique. 

Formation of Organic Tissues. — M. 
Coste read to the French Academy of 
Sciences, Dec. 15th, a paper on the first 
development of living bodies, and entered 


into an inquiry relative to the period which 
: precedes the formation of cells —a period cha- 
, racterized by the presence of what Dr. Coste 
,calls ‘‘ organic spheres.’’ When in mam- 
,miferous animals, the seminal fluid having 
‘penetrated through the uterine cavity and 
‘the Fallopian tubes, envelops the ovum, and 


impregnates it, the discus vitellinus under- 


organization of the germ. ‘The vitellus first 


limits itself into a granular spherical-shaped 


body. enveloped in a viscid matter, which 
has been erroneously considered by Barry 
as a distinct membrane. After some hours 
the vitelline sphere divides into two equal 
parts, each of which assumes immediately 
This first division has 


spheres, the vitellus being thus changed, 
after an extremely short period, into a large 
number of globular bodies. When this sub- 
division of the vitelline disc has been com- 


: pleted, the transformation of each sphere 


into a cell begins. Inthe centre of each of 
these minute granular spheres can be seen 
a diaphanous globule, which Dr. Coste com- 
pares to a drop of oil. The spheres may be 


‘observed in the vitellus of mammalia, os- 
’seous fishes, batrachia, mollusca, insects, 
>and worms, and it is at the expense of this 
that the blasto-dermic membrane is formed. 
_M. Coste concludes from his researches that 
- between the amorphous condition of living 


Suckling —Tt appears, from areport made | matter and the formation of cells a period 


°Y commission to the Scientific Congress 
tt Naples, that the Foundling Hospital of 
‘hat town receives annually, on the average, 
Of this number, 500 are 
ielivered to charitable persons who are 
ing to undertake their charge; 400 to. 
“o'ry nurses, who are paid from seven to 
shillings a month, and the rest are | 


elapses, marked by the transformation of 
organic substance into small spheres, the 
first manifestation of life.—Med. Times, Jan. 


3d, 1846. 


Spontaneous Cure of Ovarian Dropsy.— 
A woman, twenty-eight years of age, had 
been affected with dropsy of the right ovary 
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for two years, the size of which increased } nine, M. Flourens destroyed the Detioe. 
rapidly. A projection appeared at the um-{teum: a new bone was secreted bY the 
bilicus, and eventually burst, a gush of fluid ; medullary membrane, and the ancient hans 
escaping from the opening. This opening ; was gradually absorbed by the new periog. 
became fistulous, and a puriform discharge} titic investment. M. Flourens concludes - 
took place. The swelling subsided, the | —1. That during the increase in length of 
discharge ceased, and the umbilical opening ; bones, their heads are successively absorbed 
cicatrized. In fact, the woman seemed en-} and reproduced; 2. That the Periosteum 
tirely cured. Soon after this she married, ‘ performs the functions of absorption in the 
and became pregnant; after her delivery the same manner as the medullary membrane: 
abdomen remained enlarged, and it was:3. That, as well as the periosteum, tie 
evident that the dropsical swelling was re- ; medullary membrane has the power of w. 
produced. The tumour made the same pro- ; creting new bone.— Med. Times, Dec. 1845, 
gress as before, and eventually discharged ' a 
its contents through the umbilicus. When: Active Principle of Digitalis.—M, Pie7;; 
the sac was emptied, the discharge gradu-{ Peretti states, in the Nuove Annali dell 
ally ceased, the umbilical opening healed, { Scienze Naturali di Bologna, that he has 
and there has been no return of the affection. discovered in the expressed juice of the digi. 
— Med. Times, from Med. Zeitung. ‘talis purpurea, a new substance which has 
hitherto escaped the notice of chemists 
Successive Absorption and Reproduction ; This substance, isolated from the yellow 
of the Heads of Bones.—M. Fiourens, in; colouring matter of digitalis, is volatile, and 
a paper read before the French Academy of soluble in alcohol. M. Peretti is of opinion 
Sciences, Dec. 8th, gives an account of some; that the active principle of this plant may 
experiments instituted by him, the object of consist of this substance, and of the resinate 
which is to show that the increase of bones of potash which it contains, and which con- 
in length is not the result of elongation of: stitutes the bitter part of digitalis.—Jbid. 
their fibres, a hypothesis sufficiently dis- — 
proved by the fact, that bones increase in} Statistics of Idiotcy in Wurtemberg.— 
diameter by superposition of new layers,; M. Roéscu states that there are 2901 idiots 
and in length by juxtaposition of fresh: in the kingdom of Wurtemberg, which 
bony particles. The heads of bones are, in} amounts to one idiot for 600 inhabitants. 
M. Flourens’ opinion, the seat of perpetual ; Amongst them 1193 are from 15 to 30 years 
and successive absorption and reproduction ; old, 939 are more than 30 years old, and 76 
until such time as the bones have acquired } are less than 15 years old. 
their full development. M. Flourens’ pre- — 
sents to the Institute nine experiments,; Chordee cured by Colchicum.—A writer 
divided into three series, the first of which in a recent No. of the Lancet, states that he 
is destined to prove the constant changes has treated successfully a case of chordee by 





going on in the extremities of the long{ wine of the seeds of colchicum, given in 
bones; the second, the absorbing powers of { doses of twenty-five minims, for four suc- 
the periosteum, and the third refers to the { cessive nights. 

functions of the medullary membrane. The 
first three experiments were made on the 
tibias of rabbits, into which nails were in- 
troduced. The nails placed in the spine 
of the tibia were found distant from that 
eminence three millimetres after twenty- 
two days, thirteen millimetres after forty- 
six days, and seventeen millimetres after 
seventy days. In experiments four, five 
and six, M. Flourens placed under the pe- — 
riosteum of a living bone a small plate of} Obituary Record.—Died on the 9th Nov., 
dead bone, and found it unaltered after} Coartes Bapuam, M. D., Prof. of Medicine 
fifteen days, worn and corroded after twenty-: in the University of Glasgow. He was % 
six, and almost completely absorbed after: elegant classical scholar, a learned and im- 
thirty-one. In experiments seven, eight and } pressive lecturer. 


Typhoid Fever.—This fever, of a severe 
grade, was prevalent in the Hospitals at Paris 
in Sept. last.— Annales de Thérapeutique. 

Professorship of Phrenology.—A pt0- 
fessorship of phrenology has been appointed 
in the Andersonial University of Glasgow. 
Dr. Wm. Weir has been elected to the chat. 








